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"T6 the READER: 
NM 


cader, 
Vas the more wi int this Lettey 
' trhongh pernu'd = or #he cloſer of « 
* particular Friend; and not in a fit dreſs 
© bo come abroad) becauſe it contains ax 
"th Queſtion that every Chriſtian 5; 
yt ack ,and none( ſofaras Icanlearn)did 
4 undertake to-reſolvt ; or if any,huave 
ly touched "it," never any did ny 
"of. 


? 


mal, Strafture mbſt not bave a Crear 
* arti ſage theſe two 


Exhortarions.. | 
Be much inthe dary of Secrer Hojacg ads 
We at it af at Your (« «) meals. Amongſt , 


| bver;thif one $075 4 duty wldevesn:; 
th ordinarily ples arvfÞ iſ. evening 
ries of himſelf - fe oferh and bis Brethren and 
alone when he made himſelf ik to them. 200t- % 
ſecrets of the Lord are uſually revealed x, __—_ 
bis People when they are ſeeking him in — 
4—then 't15; that-he-goves them ws (b) we dhes 
v,when they fall down upon their knees un- Vis 
he falls upon their Fecks and kiſſeth V* 


k. (c) They are never leſs alone than May, IG 
alone. fay, That 


lis meat and drink. See Dazie!'s praftice, Dt wn 
ne (ants ſola eſto, anne neſcis verecund un tt bahere (pon-- 

| — —— _ cn ſolus. 
2. Be 


- 
© % 


4 


To the Reader. 


2. Be warm and lively im the Duty. 
dead prayer is no more accepted with God tht 
of old rhe ofering up of a beaft that wa foul 
dead in «ditch. The Aſs under the : 
nos. ta be offered unto God, but his neck [ 
he broke; not that God was angry, wh | 
creathre which. was the workmanſhip f af 
handt, but to ſhew how diſt aſtful « dull 
\dead heart 35 te himin his ſervice. Soattinft: 
Chriſtians go to prayer 4s ſick perſons 10 thi; 
meals, becauſe they muſt cat, and "tis dindi 
—_— mfg t I 
ig bt in their or fit refr 

eral If is be ebies moth rhoxim efe0 


a Prayer, thou art greatly diſt empered, | 
4 _ bp. 4s fellowing Int, _. 


(1) 


A PLAIN, LR. 
TO THIS 
SaQical QutesT1oN, 


We courſe may a Chriſtian. take, to 
ive bis heart quickned and enlarg- 
in the Duty of Secret Prayer ?. 


\ tian Friend, 
ag OUR Queſtion: ſavours 
pa of a Spirit truly graciouf” 


< 


| ers 


er varepcolarye age 
19/01 neglected,” Duty: of 


jo ſigns of facericy REP 


(2) 
' T couke heartily wiſh that all Chiriſtiar 
would follow'yout - example, to propo 


| ſu oftable ſtions as may promot | | 
(a) 2 Tim. Pi@gand to avo Such (a) fooliſh queſtion 
2. 23» dotengender of «| / 1 {Me 


| would not be wanting to youin ſo. piodifiieſ; 
a requeſtas this is: And ohthat I conld fa E 
(6) 1 Joh: that. (6) Whar.] here declare wnto you [ 
i: ſechtand felt my ſelf ; that what is' here 
preſt, is the ſame which I my ſelf have e 
perienc'd. --. = 
It is beſides'your deſire and my deſign Gr 
Write concerning the duty of Secret Pray, 
(c) Cobbet at large; to open the nature. of it,” toſhelllh,, 
hus pr4t- the neceſſity of it,to lay down arguments 
—_— move you to it, to adviſe in w It Mant 
Prayer, You ſhould manage ic; namely, wirh Faire 
Philip wich ſervency,) with umility,; Wt Mwcies 
Goodwin rity, with conſtancy, with wetehfplvels, 
- Fanuly the Spirit,and the like: this wor I 20 
—_ my hand in many Treatiles,” ary twole age 
from pag. tmit;{lome of them,(c)inour own þ 
149, to {ſhall therefore firiOly keep tg the: 
I55. otpropcunded; which I acknowledg i5pon t] 
(4) Ejuſ greateſt concerament. Godis aliving Gamd to | 
mas cx/. age they that worſhip him muſt worllf@exp: 
tum probat him with warmth and («)life ; ſuch lupſaſtance 
Deus qui 'antshe ſeekerh after. . | | 
5x5 14t- | Meet belps then'in this caſe arefachBe befo 
74 CORgTURL oC p bel } app? d 6 
= _ 1 Remember 0 0b(erve the fitteſt lealGhef þ 
| 'for the performance of this duty. "1 
ſ / 


- 
* © B , Y 
. a. " 
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i 
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| (3) : 
wiſtian is to pray at all times, yet at all + 
jes he is not alike fir for Prayer. This you 
d by experience. 1.As many afair Child is 
Shit by an untimely birth, ſo many a good 
is mart'd by an undue timing of jt. - 
Of many apt ſeaſons, I ſhall mention 
heſe three, 
a 1. When you meet with any new occur- 
ze of Providence.. Every freſh diſpenla- 
of Providence is a provocation unto 
fer. When any affliction befals thee, 
m fall down —_ God,and humble thy 
under- his affliting hand. (e) 1s any «- 
Ye ſt you afflicted ? jg bim pray, fays the Jan ho 
"MWoſtle ; that is, Let him then do ic more 
tially, then there is a fir opportunity p,,g;,. 
"Yor ir. tim Cutan- 


dum off 


ies" aliqu4 rerum anghuſtia, aut ipſe premimur, aut prem ali- 
widemss, ut ad Deun citatis, non pedibus, ſed animis recur- 
ms. Deinde, nt quam aut noftrum aut aliorum proſperitatem pre- 
we fnamus\ quin laude, ac gratiarum attiont, manum tjus agnoſ- 
by os teflemur .- Cal. Inſtir. hb. 3. 
"x& : 


WAgain, when any freſh mercy isconferred 
on thee, then it is a fit ſeaſon to go alide 
ad to acknowledg thine unworthinels, and 
expreſs thy thankfulneſs.See an excellent 
Paſtance for this in 2 Se. 7. 18. the words 
"ie theſe, Ther went King David in, and 
before the Lord, and ſaid, Who amT, 0 
God, and what is my houſe, that thou 
brought me hitherto? Mark thatparticle, 

| A 4 then 


_ 
il 4 


| . ts) = 
then.Why when was it ? ee he Fengenny 
verſe,” when Gotiby Nathan had made me- 
ny Promiſes and-that' of _ great Mercies' to. Ws 
him, then het went in, ' and fare. before the BY 
Lotd, and ſaid; Who am 1? &c. 
The Rzadey may dilate his thoughts upon 
this,and the following particulars :' lintend- 
only brief hints. '* * 

2. When yon find the Spiritof God moy- 
ing upon your Sonl,;and exciting you to the 
dury,then iris afit ſeaſon for it :' Now God | an 
calls upon you to come and converſe” with 
him, he invites you now to communion with þ 
bitmſelf Think at ſuch a rime;that the Lord Iercir 

| beſpeaks youin ſuch a manner ashe doth the Fuuic 
Spouſe, Cant. 2. 10. Riſe up my lovegmy fair 
one,and come away; Or as *ris yet!. 14,Come 
let me hear thy voice, for it is ſwett. Topry 
at ſich a ſeaſon is ro hoiſe ap ſail before the 
©, Wind; Iitis like rowing both with windand 
-z; tide, being thus excited by the Spirits you 
-= may expect the aſſiſtance of it : If Prayer 
* be now negleted, the Spirit of God is Fſegr 
; I and I'le pronounce him'a novice ar 
1n Aipjon,or rather a ſtranger toiraltoge- It 
ther, that doth riot confeſs it neceſſary to I 
the lively performance of this Dury, that i 
the Spirit of God doth aQt and quicken him 


therein. Our Motions are dull Bind ar 
rivet fin hoty duties, when the « 6 
of God doth nor belp'oky infirmitses. 7: 


ſoeyer therefore God ſays by the _ 
7 F | whil. 


(5) 


 Wperings of his Spirit, Seck, my, Face, 

df s ſhould anſwer and eccho back as 
. Sinds did, Thy face, O Lord, we will ſeck, * 

Bet here I would have it remembred,1 do 

ay a Chriſtian ſhould never pray, but 

=. fe nds the irit of God egging him 

rard z this hath been the groſs miſtake 

bme, who hereupon have diſcontinued 

duty for ſeveral days together, becauſe 

xy have nat perceived the Spirit moving 

thereunto,; No, let this be thy pra- 

to wait upon God in his way, and it 

uy be the Spiric of God will meet thee 

grein. Know this, though the Spiric of God 

1d not put forth his hand to lead thee, 

«the Word of God holds forth a precepr 

command thee, 'and ſet - thou about the 

ty outof pure obedience to the command 

Fe dd. Ir may be e're-thou art awafe, 

w wilt find him whom thy Soul deſires. 

ugh the Spirits aſhſtance be never un- 

come to a Child of God,yer many times 

 Weomes unexpected. Abraham law not the 

| x for the Sacrifice til] he was in the 

Mount, ' Ofteh in the Mount in the time of 

, the Spirit of the Lord is ſeen and 

Mariners have put forth to Sea in a 

when they have made but little way, 

d anon they haye met with yn unexpe- 

d pale of. wind, "that hath brpaght them 

ich full ſail to their defired haven. I leave | 

w to apply it. © '- + - | 


£, 


Again, 


(6) 
Again, I do not deny but the evil Spiri 
who1s God”s Ape, may ſometimes transfo | 
himſelf into the likenels of God's Spirit, andifi;7 q 
may excite a Chriſtian to this Duty : bud 
then his motions are irregular and unſeaſonF} 
able;they tend to the hindering of him fromſh 
another, and (for that time) a more feaſon- 
able duty ; ſappoſe it a work-of mercy to} 
himſelf,or others,or ſuch like. Chriſtian ex-F 
erciſes muſt be wiſely ſubordinated one to 
another; whereas the Deviltefrres to make} 
them interfere,and to ſet them at variance. 
3. When we find our hearts in a ſettled © 
and compoſed frame, - then alſo it is a fit & 
(z) Palm ſeaſon for ſecret prayer, when g(as David's) 
57-7- ontheartsaxefixt,and notpre-occupied with Þ 
any ſecular matters. To pray at another time F* 
is like playing upon an inſtrument that is Þ 
out of tune; what harſh and unplealing Þ 
4 melody doth it make? Many when ney gÞ F# 

\(b) 2Sam. to ſeek God, they have their heart to ſeek... 

537 In Few can ſay with David that (b) they have per 
"wag os found their hearts to pray. We render it he 
only, He found in his heart but it may be read, he found foe 
fernd to his heart to pray a prayer unto God. Ap 
(:) Uſually in the morning the mind is Þ þ,, 


—_ . moſt compoſed;then a man meets with leaſt F .y;, 
flom of the Heathens to, addreſs themſelves in the morning ear- F thy 
ly to their Idols, vid. Herod./ l. 10. The. primitive Chriſtians F- Ax 
were wont to be carly at their devotions. Vid. Pl. Ep. 57. ad G 
bx Trajen. Tertul. Apol. £--2.-- See Chriſt's praftice; Mare, 1. 35. Y ? 
"M Nas mane ſurgit pricandi cauſe, dicit manicare Dewn. Drul. F 

' 25 x iver- 
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=, od. This was David's manner, ?ſal. 5.3. 


k Jad diſtract ir: and ir were well if we would 
aw did offer up to him the firſt fruits of every 


men, Stay you bere while I go aſide to worſhip 22. 5. 


Your anger is ſtirred, . and your mind full of 
- perturbations; if youdo, 'tisten to one but 
you will offer up the ſacrifice of 4 fool, and 


' hands without wrath. (m) God was nor in the () (Kings 
wind, nor in the earthquake, zor in the fire 19.11, 12. 


And you muſt be of ſtill and quiet ſpirits, if 


— 


(7) 


kverſions in duty; the evenings repoſe hath 
[great part diſcharged the mind of all that _ 


— pe -, 


5 AST af 
_—_ CO th. A 


te with God as ſoon as we awake : if we 
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tay ; if as ſoon as we lift our bodies off our 
beds, we did in prayer lift up our ſouls to 


—— -  e—FIS> eros — Gate eee 
— TY. 


Under this Head I will luggeſt theſe three 
cantionary Rules. . 

* 1. Donot take prayer in hand when you 

have any other matter in hand : if ſo; your 
"attendance upon God muſt needs be with di- 
fration,and your heart will be (tolen from 

you, do what you can. Setby all worldly 

occaſions when you fet about this duty : ſay 

to: them as (k) Abrebam did to his young (4) Gen. 


Goa. 
| 2. Donot ordinarily go to prayer when 


ſpeak, wnadviſedly with your lips. The (1) (1) 1 Tim: 
Apoſtle's advice is, that we lift upto God holy 2: 8. 


that paſſed by Elijah,but in the ſtill ſmall voice, 


you willſce or find him. | 
3. Donot p_ engage in prayer when » i 

you are inclin'd to ſleep and drowſineſs ; 4 | 

0 


(8) | 
ſo, you are like to make but dull and drow. 
(#) Matt. fie work of it. (n) The rebukes of Chriſt 
. 20. 4%41-\could not awake Diſciples to prayer wherj 
their hearts, were heavy andaſicep, You maſt 
be wakefal when you pray, if you would 
watch unto prayer. 

2. A ſecond help is this; Allot and ſet 
out adue proportiqn of time for this Daty. 
Ic is not enough to chooſe a ht rime for pray- 
er, but you muſt allow ſufficient time: ro KD! 
prayer. Nog Service, whether ſecular or ſpi- |! 
ritual can be done well, unleſs you allow a 
due proportion of time for the doing of it. 
How is prayer haddled and flubbered over 
many times for want of this? you' think of 
making an enJ as ſoon as you begin, ,yol 
are ſtraightned jn. your prayers,becaule you 
are ſtraightned in your iime, | 

©. If you ſhould ask, How much time- 
muſt a Chriſtian ſer apart in a day for ſecret 
prayer ? - nov | 

Anſ. In my Anſwer I muſt have re 
to the callings and conditions of Chriſtians; 
that timeis ſufficient for one, which is not” 
ſufficient for another. *'Tis obſervable, th 
under the Law there were different Sacrifi- 
cesfor the rich and for the poor.God requi- 
red that Meng Sactifices ſhogld hold ſome 
proportion with their abilities. And by 

rity of reaſon, God looks that the rich, 
ang thole that have little elfe to do; ſhould 
gouble therime of the poor in payer nll 

=. tho 


| 


(9), 
Boſe whoſe callings call.for their continual 
teridance. 
FAhd yerl moſt add this too, let a mans 
dition be never fo mean, and ler his 
mploymentbe never ſo urgent, ir will nor 
b+ a ſufficient Apolegy for tis neglefting or 
heing the duty of Prayer. (o) 7ime 
P be redren?d, and that for this very end, ,.'a. 
> hold communion with GOD 1a this comp. 
wich 
79 premiſed, I come to'the Queſtion, 
ſhercin I may nor bepoſirive ; thar would 
e an unwarrantable preſumption. I have 
1 thought 'that one hour in four and 
enty, 8 as lictle as any one can ſer apart 


v any a hard ſayi 
conſider, whether r hey: don't ſpend 


day about things Onnchb wy Let prayer c- 7 

caſt up rhe time they caſt away(more -- day," 

Ethan they need) in Nleeping, eating, and {ee Virus of 
rinking g then ler them add thereunto the Thad, is | 


a 


| ok _—_ ſports,or recreations, in Tad Uk 
; dl vili 


aprofiahle fedies or m <d 10 
Fein x conlovetce with mugs a four 1 w. a 
"wine bours3 and ſee if the product will 42y3, 5 


much, or more : and will any that ts, crdem 


"a erhe hams of Cri grodge an hour it a 42; 1 ligis - 


ito three x 


SEE def wares ro ay i + device oh his employm 


day 


bus £quis 3 
Fant or abis, 46 4s gale duas, Þ, ies ſupereſt ſacris alers 


Dearh- 
bed the(c 


World of 
Wealth for 
an inch of 
FLARE. 
Another 
w 


Friends 


lay a dy- 


£4in. 
Chyyſoriss 
prayed, 
Inducias 
Domine: 


waue ad _ 
mane. 


out on her 


words, A 


ng, faid; 
| = pk praying. Ido not propoſe this as an every 
comfort un. days practice, bur at ſome certain ſeaſons 


leſs you an only. 
call tim: s- but withal it - hath its advantages: hereby 


for thus thou-wilt reaſon with; thy ſelf; So 


(10) 


day for prayer,when they can ſpend two,or 
it _ be, more in the meer pleaſing of the ſhine 


Fleſh? is this conſiſtent wich Chriſtianity ? 


| Won'r ſuch be filled with horror (as many | 
(1) One - (q)others for the ſame reaſon have been) at 
cadfully the hour of Death ? Can they anſwer it.at 


\ 


that day when God will reckon with them 
for every talent he hath entruſted them 
with, and fot that of time in particular ? 


any perſon, who hath reſolved, or doth re- 


ſolve to redeem an hour or moreevery day 


for ſecrec prayer; let him conſider, whether 
4t would not help to quicken andenlarge his 
heart, if he did morning, or evening, or 


comforceq When he finds himlelf beſt diſpoſed thereto, þ 
her as ſhe enter into his Cloſer and turn up. an hour 


laſs, and purpoſe within himſelf, to ſee the 
aſt fand gun out, . before he ggyve out or lefc 


It hath I confels its inconveniences, 


the heart-is engaged more firmly to the 
work. ' Now it will not put by the preſent 
opportunity by, propounding another. If 
thy heart be as mine, it is apt. tofay to.thee 
when at prayer, .as Felix ſaid to Paul, Go 
thy way for this time, and come againat a 
more convenient ſeafon. . And farther, thou 
wilc fall ro'tht duty withthe'rhore fervency; 


much 


If this Letrer ſhould fall into the hands of 


a 


(11) : 

time I am reſolved to ſpend in this 
vice, and | were better ſpend irin wreſt- 

with God,than in trifling with God aud 
prayer : I were better do the buſineſs 

with all my might, and tir up my 
to call upon God, for during ſuch a {pace 
ne | reſolve to do nothing elle. 
[know 'ris the opinion of (7) many, that, (1 pjcyy. 
ome perlons do by their meals, they eat eur fratres 
and often ; ſo _—_— ſhould do by a ayes 
ir Prayers. And in caſe of great indilpoſi. 77s 
Mjodge it adviſable; wen they- have DS _ 
tied a while and can catch nothing, they Þ:ri/imas, 
take up their nets, and mend chem a- nilawigi- 
ſt another ſeaſon, and yet [ will nor dif- {477i o%- 


-11 (72, que 
wmend ſuch a one that reſolves he will > plu 


r 
Þ 
? 
F 
t 
) 


f 


*parpoſeth in his heart (as (/) one ſari #, 
» did ) that he will not go from God 27 prode- 


XP (Roves my- 
hout Gad. — H_—_ 


, atque _ bebetetur intentio, Aug. ad Prob. Caſſius makes men- 
of ſome im his rime, qui atilius cenſebant, breves quidem ore- 
$ ſed creberrimas fieri. ( \) Nunguan abt tr abſque te diſcedam. 

ule AEmilius being to fight with the Macedonians, would ne- 
gve over ſacrificing to his god Hercules, till he had ſome 

p of Victory. 

3. Another Help to this Daty is, to take 

ns with your heart beforehand, to pre- 

ge it thereunto, *tis uſually from the neg. 
£ "lr ration, that we find ſuch dead- 

&& and indiſpoſition in ſecret prayer. Alas! 

e heart is not all on a ſudden lifred up in- 
Jeaven,many times the prayer isalmoſt 

2 ended, 


h ſomething, or he will toil all night; jus ze- » 


ended before we - begin ro pray. 7 
Religious Duty. but it muſt 
previous preparation : this is erent 

(Plas. by chelight of (+) Scripture, and 

6. Exo.19. Nature, but Prayer requires it'in a To! | 

10,11, 12- eſpecial manner : fee how thoſe two, F | 

The Books paration and Prayer, are conjoyn'd, 

of Levitic. , 12 13. F, 

and Nam. 

fall of S he fa 

pers Mater 1-0 def. o arty: <o)Treni oc 

Attreftare nefas, donec me flumint vivo - Ablutro. Virg.. An. 2, 

cul binc, precul eſte propbani, Conclamat vates, totoqy abſilice laco. 

Thisisattice Theam,and often inc _ 

therefore I.ſhall paſs it : only let me g 
you, when ever you go to Prayer, ap { 
leiſure will perm es read firſt one or 03 
Chapters in the Bible z and do not gall 


over the ſeriphony when you read it, a 
molt da ; bot wguſe a. little, at the 6x q 


every Verſe or Sentence, and,whilſt. 
paife, + Pray ; the Scripture 3 oor ad 
will put words into your mouth,and 
(4) Lefio- meditations, which are fit matter ve 
# fr . unto yoor - minds, though-ſome .pas 
Snter * | Scripture, eſpecially the P Ry 
pat oratio,- APEIOT this purpoſe than 
& - . paſſage be obſcure, put a | 
mn jugi- propole it. to the next able fir 
ter «dbe- "Chriſtian'thou' meeteſt with tb be reſo 
reem Dw 14 for..che preſent, pray in Devi 's 
grate wi- 
ciſituds ſanfte « oogens ; drctndat ; Ann. in Fe. (0.04 
courſe prevents Idle 2nd waprofirable diſcourſe. 


- - 
* 


_. 


- vrtot! 42 = ASTISFERI 
he tyery vo fi te and to underſtand the 119: 18 


TE Zh Law: | 
and farther Help ls this, to 
hr conceptions of God all along the 
y: |= qpoeren.ge tek as he is, and as he 
"revealed himſelf in his Word to be. 
is Will greatly conduce ts the quickning 
you. Conceive of him, 
ig nt er Paper 
1 ent 1n 
Winch = where thou art a pray- 
y; that he ſees th {Rot 
aly as thou ya ſee thine own 
be oblerveth chee as — 
u only wert alive in. all the Wor to x as 
wi zlone of all the thildren of men wert 


ng thy ſupplicationto him. Whenevet 
ft abour chis dury,(4) ſer God be- («)8 

hi as David did) aud repreſent 

WR! elf under this totion of ari Om- 


ſent all-{ 
) Conceive of God & bne tat is all ot 


x 


him and che ho 
of the Children oy os rt 
widet 


(14) 
wider difference'than betwixt the Potter 
and his clay. Oh how would this apprehen- 
fion both quicken and awe us in Prayer ! 
3. Conceive of God as one that is 
exceeding gracious and plenteous in mercy 
to all that call npon him. That known 
Scripture, Heb. 11.6. ( He that cometh to 
God muſt believe that he 1s, and that he is a 
rewarder of thoſe that diligently {> him, ) 
doth hint what @þnceptions we fhoulg have 
of God in Prayer, as of one that is exceed- 
ing bountiful : we muſt believe not only his 
Being, but his Bounty : he gives not only 
what we ak, but more; yea (b)abundantly 
(b) Eph: more than we can ask. Oh what quickning 
Cave bs and confidence doth this notion of God 
«a5, afford! To apprehend God in his greatneſs 
Supra doth (c)ſtir up fear and godly reverence : 
7% to apprehend God in his goodneſs,doth ſtir 
” - lomg and holy boldneſs. God whois our 
©) Vitzs Father, likes that we his Children ſhould FF 
.fays come before him in this manner ; he gives 
ba > us leave (fo we do it awfully) to (d) ipeak I 
4 - all our minds to him, 'Tis ſaid of Flavixs the 
ith ch" Emperour, that he would not chat any man JF: 
reverence ſhould prefent. a_Petition to him (as if he J®* 
as DecUnE Were offering meat to a Lion of Elephant) J% 
on © With a trem i hand : God likes t we > 
Eel et erbire SS 
ro or 12. 
"i  likrtas dicinds, it may li ot dice. 


Y ta. © 


HANEITINEETETz 


yer 


ſhould 


'F (15) 
ſhould lift up our v_ ro nw. as without 
'prath, fo alſo (ec) withone doubrtin 
| ny wee of God in ——_ as one EE 
God, f ) nor divided.,and yer diſtinguiſhed /f , y;4e 
into three Perſons, the Father, Son, and Dr. Hat 
Spirir. This is a great myſtery, fitter for Deca. 3. 
admiration than humane conception ; and #?: 7+ 
yer all along this dury God muſt be thus 
Ry as' one Subſtance in three 
Sbſiltences ; as one Eflence in three Rela- 
" Ftions:: all which do concur to the prayers of 
eli ; and _ a —_—_ office abour 
them ; there i is the Father hearing, the Son 
eding, and the Spirit helping their in- — —_ 
mites. to ſay, No- 
' Laſtly,conceive of God not((e abſolutely, —_— ah. 
in Chrift : God in himlelf is 4 conſamin _ mf 
fre,bat in Chriſt he is amerciful Father. (6) 


bere 1s no coming to God but by him. [ might (4) Hebr. 
rge upon this head, but I forbear; only 7: 25- 
mber this, you' will never pray to any & 


ofe unleſs you carry carry along with your in grace 


minds, a right notion and conceptied thar King 
afchat God to whom you pray. Admettus 
'5-Entertain and maintain very honourable was thre 24 
hou ghts of the duty of die ir fs this 9192 hum, 
4 move you to the Duty, mar- 
loaſly quicken "you: in it. What a yg 
Paint fays of the Ciry of God, that erat, + and 
f Hay of thi kiryeo payer, Greae and Teated 


with the 
that tis boſam; and 
: fed the King _ —_ 87. 3+ GP 
B 2 


(16) 
glorious things are ſpoken of it. Wany ſhould 
ask me as tnat King did the Prophets Ser- 

(&)1 King. vant, (4) What great things bath thy Maſter 
8. 4 done ? So what great things hath Prayer 
done? ir would require more lines than | in- 

rend in all, to return a full anſwer, I might 

B eaſily write a large hiſtory of the great ex- 
ploits that Prayer hh done in the World, 

You read Heb. 11. of many wonderful ef- 

| fedtsofFaith,the effects and fruits of Prayer 

(1) Dan. 5. are as many,and as great. It hath (1) Obrain- 


129% ed promiſes, ſubdued Kingdoms turned to flight 
-7 = ” the armies of aliens ; bore raiſed the dead, 


John 2. t, ſtopr the Suns courſe, yea made it to go back. ' 


2- &*.. Jt hath opened priſon doors, and unlocks ſuch 
Joſh. 10. ſecrets as have puzzled the Devil himfelf ; it 
an <4 «. hath diſappointed the plots of adverſares, and 
Dan. 2. 18. tumbled thoſe into the pit themſelves which 
2 Sam. 15. they have malicionſly digged for others. What 
31. Eſth- ſhall 1 ſay more ? it bath ( m) opened Heaven, 
and ſhut it again. Theſe and ſuchlike me- 
morable things have been brought to _ 
by the Prayers of ſuch finful and infirm 
: Creatures as we our (elves are. 
Hates Let me add this, it hath laid hold on God 
©2%&7& himſelf z and put him (as one ſays) to 3 
_. merciful retreat, when he hath been march- 
- wiv, iſdem ing; in his anger againſt perſons or People. 
iitioni- Facob by prayer (n ) had power with Ged,and 
« ohn0- by wreſtling with him, (o) wreſted mercy 


Xiu, 
(a) Hoſ, 12: 3. (+) Calum nndins, & niſcricordian txiw'- 
qnemys, Tertul, 


(n) 5k 


$+. 17,18. 


from 


Ba S>s>minErSD 


© 


I. thoughts degenerate into rude blaſphemy : 


| (17) 
'Fom him. God ſpeaks as if his hands were 
| held and tyed up by Prayer; Ler me go, 
faith he, ro Fxcob; and ro Moſes, (p) Let (p) Arg 
me «lone, (q) One oblerves that God in 92 Ex0d-, 
Exod. 32. 10. doth indent as it were with = "got. 
Moſes, and offer him compoſition, if he {@p, Do- 
would hold his peace ; Lec me alone, faith he, mine, qu 
and [will make of thee a great People ;, Won: tinit 1:7 
| derful is chatpaſſage (» ) (if wereadirright) (a) FRE 
the works of my bands command ye me. Theie ;g. 85. 
und the like expreſhons are to be admired, (r) Some 


lays the ſame Author, not ſtrained, leſt our <4 it in- 
terroga- 
certainly they are mighty condeſcenſions, cs 


wherein the Lord would fignifie.to: us the Coxceraing 
great Power and Efficacy of Prayer. the works 
>} might bring many Scriptures and ar, 7” ns 
guments to evince the prevalency of Pray- =p 
er:- but this is a common argument, and 
therefore 1 ſhall decline ir. Onely conſulc 

Matth. 21. 22. where Chrift ſays that all 

thing s what ſoever we ach in prayer, believing, 

We ſball receive. This one Promile is enough 
'of it ſelf roquicken the deadeſt foul that is, 

in prayer, and Chriſt's manner of ipeaking 

here is obſervable ; it had been (one would 

"have thoughr)enough ta have taid, Allthings 


"ye ask in prayer ye ſhall receive; bur here 
the adds, all th;nos whatſoever. It fezms to 
»be a tzutology : we don't ſpeak in our ordi- 
nary diſcourle, I will give you all things + 
| B 3 what- 


of F 


in [ſa 45+ 11. there God fays, Concerning I on ]a., 


© 


-/ 
” 
= — o - 
_ _ = 
: s . us. 
. —  — 
ur eu—_—s  ——————_ 
- 


(18) 


| whatſoever you ask. But this is not without 
ſ) 'Tis irs fignification ; Al rhings ([ ) (ſays one)is 
r- Bu'- a promiſe of generals, and whatſoever relates 
> => to particulars. *'Tis as if he had ſaid, Not 
bne of his 0nly all things i general, but every parti. 
Books. cular thing that you ask you ſhall receive; 
| for though ir be trae that generals include 
articulars, yet ſuch is the unbelief of ovr 
earts, that though we afſent to Promiſes 
in the general, yer when it comesco' par- 
ticulars, we hold off, and fear they will not 
be made good to us. Herero I might add 


{t) It was Canaan, (t) Be it unto thee as thou wilt, 
faid of L,.. 1 ſeems to give her a blank, and bids her 
ther, Tf write down what the pleaſeth. 
vir apud But enough of this : My advice is, That 
Pin pr: you digeſt this notion well, and carry it a- 
vlaiet®* long withyouall the while you areat proy- 
Peruſe Er, and ir cannot but quicken you.” As he 
thar- full muſt needs pray hearrlefly,who thinks *cis a 
Sanpegee, \bootleſs exerciſe, who is ready to ſay in his 
n J 7 5+ heart, What profit is it that I pray unto God ? 
4s ,. fo he muſt neceſſarily (x) pray #n prayer, as 
i exs- "tis ſaid Elias did, who thinks that Prayer, 


(0)B0xfe prayers. Reſt aſſured of this, That every 


evixoo; 5 petition a Believer puts up on Earth js __ 
ooo: Me- and fil'd in Heaven : (x) 'Tis nigh God,an 


(x) So was Solomon's, 1 Kings 8. $9. and (© 1s every believers. 
| | in 


that ſpeech of Chriſt to the Woman of ' 


(19 
@ his view night and day; he givesthethi 
defired ( y) or ſomething that is berter. Oy yt 
it orationes ſuam, dicg enim vobis, quod ipſi ad quem ovamins, ' 
w par:5 prudit cam. Poſiquan egreſſa oft ab ore a4; ipſe ſeri» 
kt 1a in libro ſu, & unum is duobgs indubtanter expetemus, 
at dabit quod petimics, aut quod nevit utilies. Greg 1n Hom. 
ſuper Evang. | 
6. Be much in the uſe of Ejaculatory 
Prayer. Reader, if thou ſhouldſt not under- 
ſand the word, I will ſuppoſe thee acquain- 
ted with the thing : *ris a ſhort yer ſerious 
lifring up the ſoul in defires unto God, upon 
any occaſion whatſoever. Theſe ejaculatory 
prayers are eicher vocal or mental only. If 
Joo read the Scripture, (z,) you ſhall find (z) Gen. 
s way of praying very familiar with the 43: 14 © 
beſt of men, yea with Chriſt himſelf. ns C 
& 5+ Judg. 16. 28. 2 Sam- 15+ 31. Luke 23. 42+ John 12. 26, 
intended 


27, Luke 20. 21. & 23. 34,39. 24. If this be not 1 
by David, when he fays, Pim 119. 164. Steven timts a day ds 


F praiſe thee. 

I could offer many things to commend it 
toyou; as thus. 

t. 'Tis very acceptable ta God : he hath 
teſtified his accepting by his anſwering ſuch 
ejaculations as theſe. Davids vocal ejacula- 
tion, Turn (O Lord) I praythee the counſel of 
Achirophel into fooliſhneſs ; And Nebemiah's 
mental ejaculation, Nehe. 2. 4, 5. had pre- 
[ſent audience. 

2. 'Tis very eaſily performed ; all times 


and places are alike to it: whether you are 
| B 4 alone, _ 


(20) _ 
alone or in company, at home or abroad, | 
you may in this way make known your re-. 
queſts unto God. ; | 

' 3. 'Tis an excellent means to. keep the Jipec 
heart always ing heayenly frame: Ithelps. Wy" 
you alſo to improve every Ordinance and 
rmndey nr of God: s 
Byt » Which makes to our purpoſe 
ris of (pecial uſe to diſpoſe us for ſolemn 

(«) Vide and(a)continued prayer. They that oftenin 

Mr. Gu71- the day are thus lifting up their hearts to 

= Fat God, fr them in tune when they berake 

pear £313, ehemſelves to thac more folemn ſervice. 
ftian 4Ar- Praying thoughts and defires are with them 
mour, pag- in a readinels : theſe ſhort breathings do | 

57- @& prepare them for a longer race. They that her 


Ra Bos CT needs weetle we pin 
Sane Thar God. A candle that is juſt now put out, is 
be was £9 ſoon lighted again: whilſt the heart Ril 
fp: Blows, and is warm with theſe ſhort Ejacu- 
change bi farions, 'ris readily kindled and quickned 
not bis 10 _— ſecret _ I 

company. y advice is, That you would accuſtom 
A Chri- yourſelfto theſe holy Apoſtrophe's,to theſe 
ons heavenly ejaculations : And yet I away 
5 th caution you againſt doing this in a cuſtoma- 
Fjaculat ry ey. Fermutity (if n. have not a care) 
ons, when will fly-blow, and corrupt this and every 


he goes t9 gther good duty. 
pray more 
ſolemnly, he goes from God to God ; from a more trauſient 


view. of him to a more fixed, &#c. 


7. An- 


(21) 
&. Another help is this: Keep your 
art cloſe to the duty, and ſuffer ir not to 
ay or wander. A ſtraying heart muſt 
is be a ſtraitned and a dead heart | 
Prayer. How can a Chriſtian have a | 
y and enlarged heart in a Duty, when 
hath no heart at all there? but that is 
l) ſtragling in this and that corner of the (b) guaſp 
wth : whilſt he is ſpeaking t& God, his nobis efſer 
urt is converſing with the World, inſo- {79 can 
that he forgets many times in pray- 2s. hg 
what he ſpake laſt. (c) Oh what aE_—_ wy 
dignity is offered unto G O D ! and how miſſs Deo, 
be mockt by ſuch praying as this ! We be velilluc 
Id have him attend to our prayers, ”**/-ol- 


m we do not attend to them - our jog =_ 


es . Cc) Mag- 
Vain thoughts in prayer are JOE Say\ jet 
ly by the deſperate wickedneſs and de- * Deo j4- 
fulneſs of our own hearts ; thence they 9mm Pe 
proceed as Chriſt ſhews, and that as ,,,.,, vu 
y water from a fountain ; and partly giat, ques 
the ſubtilry and malice of Satan ; he to qufun- 
ing a Spirit hath ready acceſs to thy Spi- © 1% &- 
t, and thou never goeſt aſide to pray buthe,,... ;1,, 
dws thee at the heels; and ſeeing he can- ,; mibiin- 
divert thee from, his deſire is to diſtraCt tendat, ego / 
e in the duty, Sometimes he injects ſuch #79 nc m- p 
wphrs as are direCtly ſinful, or if he finds - voy 
theſe affright rhee ( as many times a 
driſtian tarts ar thele as at ſome ghoſtly 
paricion)then he caſts lach as are at other 
times 


| (22). F 
times- allowable and lawful ; or if he. ſees & 


that theſe are unwelcome, then he injects 
ſach thoughts as are in themſelvesgood and ME 
uſeful, only they are impertinent : theſe he Þ 
ſteals out of the heart again for the moſ} 
part before the.prayer is eaded: though at 
other times he would oppole them, yetno y 
he puts them forward as thole that are moſt © 
likely to find entertainment in thy ſoul. 1 
ſuppoſe thy experience will let thee ſet thy 
ſeal to this as true. k 
Now, if thou would({t have thy heart en. 
livened and enlarged in prayer, remember Þbe 
to repel every vain or impertinent thought 
that comes in to thy diſturbance: reſiſt ir;rile Pb © 
upon it; call help from Heaven againſt ic. Þ 
This is one ſence we are to put upon the Þ; * 
(4) Epheſ. Apoſtles (4) watching unto prayer. If at $0 he 
i r times, then much more in prayer, we Ie 
muſt keep, our hearts with all ing, or 
elſe, do what we can, they will give us the Þrell 
(tYTis Me. flip. (e) As youdo with your Children,lo $0 
you had need to do with your childiſh #C 
-wag.ag1 minds; happily they go along with you to $90 
pmol. * Chorch, but when you are ſer (ifnot awedÞ 
by your eye) they (teal forth and are gone; 
and it may be are playing all Sermon-time, Þ#«- p 
or a good part of it,and yor miſs them not; pg W 
to preventthis, youlet them before you,andÞ! 
have aneyetothem. You can apply it. Þ; 2 
Remember this adviee whenever you goÞgn v 


to prayer; renew your reſolution to watchtrir 
2gainſtÞ waſte 


| (23) 
pſt yain thoughts; think how many 
rs they bave (f) marr'd already ; re- (f) $i v4- 
e,. that through grace, they ſhall not 4*!»7 mens 
this allo. _ nul- 
Let the guilt of no one fin ly upon thy - 66.4 
ce; that will ſo clog, dilquier and litatem poy- 
& thy ſpirit in prayer, thac thou wilt cipin:;, imo 
qbeable to proceed with any life or eg. 299% n- 
jenr. Guilt makes a Chriſtian ſhy of 4a —" ug 
- np the preſence of God,as a faulty per. Mart. 
. Wplays leaſt in fight, and ſteals away to 
before the time, being loth to come 
we his father is. So it is with a Chriſtian, 
» Ws conſcious to himſelf of any faulc or fin 
ie hath knowingly commirted againſt 
; and as he is littleſs to come to pray- 
b he is lifeleſs in the duty; his fin flies in (2) Tn: 
e,ſo that he can*r lifrit up with any(s) mms 
 Wdence: his heart apbraids him,and falls —rhehes 
welling with him, and fays, What haſt 4.» /; 
Ito do' to take Gods Name into thy ite 1-2 
b,&c? if therefore thou wouldſt pray 4 
pu defireſt,, preferve thy conſcience G,.00* 
and peaceable; Take heed of known _ 
b) of departing wilfully or wickedly (as 
ak) frem Ged. There (a 8) - _ 
; gp weakly, or through weaknefs ; this (5) Paredes 
not ordinarily interrupt a Chriſtians quotidi2ze 
\&; and there is a finning wickedly, or #1175, 
wh wickedneſs ; (ſo (k) Fade fpeaks of 57, 7574 
cchMrring _— deeds ungodlily) this ,,;;,v. 
aſtÞwafte the conſcience; this deſtroys a (&)Jud. 5. 
Chriſtians 


( 24) 


Chriſtians peace, and deadens his heart 
duty: Oh! beware of linning af:erthis man 
ner! if thou muſt abſtain from every appe# 
rance of evil,' then mach more from ev 

apparent evil!Oh fly from it when it come 
near thee in a temptation, as thou would®' 


do from a venemous ſerpent ; ſhakeit off 


thou would{t do an ugly toad that js crav 
(DJob 24 {5,2 upon thee: Oblerve, (1) Eliphes, h 
26. 27. advice to Fob, which is, to pat inzquity f 
from him, not to come near it; and then, {af 
he,chow ſhalt lift up hy face to God,and m 
thy prayer unto bim : Thou ſhalt make mar 


(®) V1 and mighty prayers; (as the (m)word t 
ie yen ſignifies ) thou ſhalt not only ule words 
verbs fortis prayers, but words cloathed with pow 
fortia Pray powewp 
ix oratione thou ſhalt be able co pray, and to po 


cum mult2 ſtrong prayers in abundance unto God. 
Queſt. But if fin hach already woune 
my conſcience and broken my peacs, an 
not to refrain prayer till ic be healed again 
Anſ. No; for this is not to menc 
matter, but ro make it worſe. Youcant 
heal the wound of one fin by another: 
muſt to Chriſt by Faith, and ro God 
prayer; and though there be a preſent dej®© 
nefs, yet ply the Throne of Grace, till 
Lord (peak peace to thy ſoul:and rememag# 
to do this preſently; the ſooner,the bett 
let not the Sun go down upon the bre 
betwixt God ma. thee : New breaches 
made up better than long quarrels; 
gre 


(25) ; 


n wounds are healed eafer than old 


& will not a lictle help in this caſe, if 
are provided beforehand both with 
Fer,and a method-in prayer. I obſerve 
Chriſtians are ſtrairned in this duty, 
ly from the naughtineſs of their heart, 
awititom the emptinels of their heads ; as 
Wimes(like Zebedees Children)they ask 
know not what; ſo at other times they 
py got whatto ask: They are often word- 
d,Cif | may lo ſpeak)and at a lols; they 
pt tell how to go forwards, and there- 
they ga backwards, and vent them- 
in vain repetitions, Now this greate- 
ll be in part prevented, if chey be ſto- 
orchand with matter for prayer,and 

y do obſerve a method in the duty. 
bly upon the firſt reading of this Di- 
n, you may reject it, as thac which 
out the immediate ſuggeſtions of the 
t,and tends to formality ; bur _ it 
Wand you will be of another mind : Take 
n the word of one that hath prov'dit ; 
of admirable ule ro quicken and enlarge 
heart in prayer ; becauſe from hence 
W is a continual ſupply of freſh matter, 
Swant of which ( your experience tells 
Mithat ) you are exceedingly dulled and 
d. *Tis true, ſometime (and ohthat 
e foalways!) we have ſuch abundanc 
» ſuch raviſhing incomes from the 
Spirit 


(26) 

Spirit of God, that we ſtand in ho neede 
any ſuch help as this here offer*d;our ſpi 

are ſo raiſed,our affeCtions are ſo up,wes 
carried out fo beyond our ſelves, rhat wel 
cannot be bounded by any premedirats 
matrer or method ; but our hearts ate noÞ#lt 
always like the Chariots of Aminadab, by 

too often like the Chariots of Pharaoh; 

drive on but heavily, for the moſt part, igith - 
this duty ; and at fach times this directogd d 
may have its uſe. 

Inorder to ftoring our ſelves with r 

and method for Prayer, it would not be af ne 
mils, if you had heads,and common placesife ſti 
your minds, (or rather in writing) to whicma! 
you mighr refer ſuch Scriptures and conſid & 
iderations, as do occur in Mediratiofe a 
by your ſelves, in conference with" dic 
thers, in reading or hearing the Word dffpra 
God. Hitherto alſo you might refer the ſinfflerv: 
you have commirted, — t 
receiv'd,the wants you would haveſuppli 
the lufts you would have ſubdued, &c. "Wh 
ſhould be ſome part of every days work t 
collect fit matter for prayer: This is anort 


way of _ thereunto; what Miniſte@yh ;, 


do'to fit themſelves for preaching, that 
Chriſtians fioald do . fit ny 
praying. They put all thi T6 
wiehCwhich may beof uſe  theif 

per heads itt Books which they have 4 
that purpoſe, that they* may readily 


1 
; 
+. 


(27) 


;ourſe thereto, whenever they have occa- 


And ſo your collections myſt not be ſer 
1 confuſedly, but methodically and in 

ſer ; elfe. you will be to ſeek when you 
d make uſe thereof. 


>#it would do well alſo if Chriſtians would 


rve a method in their prayers through- 
; this isof fingalaruſe tothole who pray 


- ihit others ; becauſe confuſed repetitions, 


diforderly digreſhons cannot but diſlike 
deadey thoſe chat joyn with them; and 
not alrogerher uſeleſs in ſecret prayer 


"nowW- a Man can never be at a ſtand, 


Rill rhere will be an orderly ſucceſſion 
atter, which ſerves greatly to quicken 
EXcire the heart and affeions, as L 
already hinted. (»)The Lords prayer, 

h is the ſtandard or ſtanding pattern (=) Dr, 
yer, is very excellent (as many have Goage Ins 
ved ) for method as well as matter; Nw 

by doubtleſs Chrs/# would intimate | = np 

, that the one is aſeful as well as the Daress de 
Oratione 
Dominic 


'Þ& Cooſulr Dr. Wilkins his Diſcourſe concerning the Gife bf 


TLC 


RE es to tierþ divided (ayer 

er :4Prayer by him s into two parts; 1. Leſs 

Dok. A Preface, apt Tranfions, avd the Concluſion: 

incipal : 1. Confcflion; 2. Penitibn 5 3. Thanks- 

8. you will find alſo ſchcams of theſe three more 

ll parrs of Prayer. | 

j.-You'l ſay, T his advice cannot be put 
tice without great pains and care,and 
to 


(28) | 
to me there ſeerfis no ſuch need of it ;.F6 
doubtleſs God is nor taken with method of 
words in prayer, his eye is ypon the heart, 
and he obſerves irs motion more than the 
motion of the tongue. 
Anſw. This is moſt true; and therefore 
it is not propounded as that which will af. © 
fedt or take with God, but as a means tot 
quicken and enlarge our ſelves. And yet IF 
muſt tell you too, that chough the words welfftw 
ſpeak and the method we ule do. not'affeciÞ 
God; yet to beſpeak him in a confaſed 
careleſs, empty manuer, cannot bar offenc 
him. Iam ure ir is very unbecoming the 
' folemnity of the duty, and contrary toth 
reverence we owe unto the Divine Majeſty 
He that requires us to take heed how welfwo 
hear when he ſpeaks co us,dothlook that weſt 
(0) <p ſhould rake as (0) great heed what we ſay 
_ Jy when we ſpeak unto him. Weigh Solomon th 
proferende Caution, Eccl. 5.2, Let not thy heart be haſt 
prius tra- ro utter any thing before the Lord. *Tis you 
didit ex4- know the tongue's office to utter, and the 
TT Cafſ. heart's to conceive ; why is it then ſaid,Le 
Þ: 4 rot thy beart be haſty to utter ? Becaule tl 
heart ſhould not luffer the rongue to. utre 
what it had not firſt conceived and coucoly 
(v) E pa- ted. The reaſon of this eaution 15 taxel 
k from the conſideration of thar infinire 4 
” ſtance berwixt God and us : He is att # 
es wn and holyGod that inhabitethEternitygandinoile; 
nuncale, - (45 (fp) Bernard expreſſeth it) a vile Tos ; 


| (29) | 
Ereeping and crawling out of its ditch 3 Ze 
Ws in Heaven, and thou upon the Earth,there- 
fore thy words ſhould be {w.Why ſhould our 
words be few ? what! is God againſt long 
raying ? No, ſurely, he is not tyred with 
he length, nor taken with the ſhortneſs of 
ur prayers; butthe reaſon of the clauſe is 
Wthis, Becanſe they who ſpeak burlitttle, 
fo ponder what they ſay. Our tongues 
when we ſpeak to'Men (much lefs when 
we ſpeak to GOD) ſhould not run be- 
re our wit. We ſhould chooſe out words 
reaſon with God(as(q) Fob ſpeaks.JAswe(g) Job 0. 
juſt beware of curiolity, ſo allo of care- 14. 
jeſs in thoſe words which we atrer be- 
God in prayer. God ponders our 
rds, and therefore we have reaſon todo 
our ſelves. 
"10. The tenth DireQtfon ſhall conſiſt of 
iree or four particulars, which are pru- 
"gential only, and. may ſeem ( till prov'd } 
dllittle profitable. 
© 1. Chooſe and uſe that geſture of Body 
hich may ſerve beſt to quicken andexcite 
f Spirit in this Service. And here I muſt 
iſe, that there is no bodily geſture ' 
'prayer commanded by God, he hath 
| that to the prudence and piety of his 
e SiWople: therefore if you read the Scripture, 
nu ſhall find the Saints of God to have 
holed all the poſtures of the Body in this du- 
Tot indeed, kneeling hath been moſt in 
- _ practice, 


( 30) 

praQtice, that is a poſture of preat reve- 
x4 _ reace, and it is put (r) ſometimes for the 
Eph. 3.14. dury of prayer it ſelf ; not that it is efſen- 


A fepno 
rem 4enotat, non quod oratio ſemper requirat genufleziontm, ſed 
quonizam boc reverentie fignum communiter adbibeatur, prefertim 


»bi non perjun/toria eft ſed ſeria oratio. Col. in locum, 


tial to it, for you ſhall ſee the People of 
God in other poſtures at prayer ; ſome. 


C/o times you read of their (/) proſtrating 
Joſh. 7, themtelves, or lying with their faces upon 
6. the ground ; ſometimes again you read of 
(t) 2 Sam: their (r) firing 3 ſometimes of their (#) 
7:1 King: ſtanding, and !ometimes of their (w) walk- 
3.22 ing. Thislaſt geſture, though leaſt in ule, 
2 Chron, yet ſome have found it ulcful. Kneeling 
20-9 doth often diſpoſe to fleep and drowſinels, 
(») Gen. which ſtanding or walking doth prevent ; 
4 3" and ſurely tha is moſt eligibl 
-— "ku y that Seſture is moſt eligible, 
ry which is found moſt effeual to keep off 
——q {32- indifpoſition, or to diſpole and fit a perſon 
© red for duty. | 

—_ 7 ro pray. Vide Chald, and Genev, Tranſlation, and 

remel. 


Nay, my opinion is, that variety of ge- 
ſtures, may be both lawful and uſeful at 
ſome cimes in this exerciſe. Surely Chriſti - 
ans may take that liberty when alone, 
which would be unſeemly in the preſence 
of others. They may now kneel, and anon 


ſtand, and then walk ; and ſo turn fromone 
_ geſture 


«. * a 4A... Lak, a rd Rater. 


bl 
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-Þ geſture to another, as they find it will be 


more helpful to them forthe end alread 

mentioned. Yea, I doubt nor, but in cafe 
of grear ſtraitneſs upon their Spirits, they 
may ' make a ſtand or pauſe rill they have 
by meditation recovered ſome new matter 
to continue the duty : They may turn from 
prayer to reading, and from reading again 
to prayer; from prayer to meditation,and 
from meditation. again to prayer, as they 
ſee good. Ferome doth fone where relate, 
how that finding himſelf ſluggiſh and dead 
in prayer, he left ſpeaking ro God, and fell 
a Seating to his own heart: Think, O my 

Soul, ſays he, did Daniel thus pray when he 


'was in the Lions den ? or Fonah when be was 


in the Whales belly? Did the penitent Thief 
thus pray when he was upon the Croſs ? &c. 
And then he rells us that he went to prayer. 
afreſh, when he had firſt rouſed up himſelf 
by theſe and ſuch like conſiderations. 

2. Chooſe ſuch a place to pray in as is 
moſt convenient for this duty. Find out 
ſuch a place(if thou canſt)wherethou may- 
eſt not be diſturbed by any noiſe in thine 
ears, norbe diverted by any object before 
thine eyes. When thou prayeſt, = Chriſt, 
meer into thy Cloſet: This counſel of Chriſt 
loth intimate, That Chriſtians when they 
pray. ſhould have reſpect to the place in 
which they pray ; the morecloſe,the more 


Gnyenient. He adviſeth farther co ſhuc the 


C Z door; 


| (32) / 
door ; leſt the wind of Vain- glory ſhould 
come in thereat. Our ſecret ſeeking of God 
ſhould not be open or viſible to any elſe bur 
God. *Tis true when Daniel pray'd,he ſet 
his window open, but it was toſhew his Faith, 
(as one obſerves) not his pride. 


Some may ſay, This ruledoth not reach 
us; we have no variety of Roomsto retire 
into; poor People and ſervants, and ſuch 
like will be ready to ſay, We have no 
choice. % 

But to ſuch I would reply, Is there no 
Garden, nor- Grove, nor Field near you, 
into which you. may withdraw? Why. 
cannot you with 1ſaac, go forth at even-" 
ride, or in the morning to meditate and to 
pray ? (x) Read what Chriſt did, Mark 1. 
35- and ſurely 'tis recorded for our imita- 
tion ; 'tis ſaid, That in the morning a great 


while before day he aroſe,and departed ito | 


ſolitary place to pray. | 
/3., It may conduce to the quickning of 


thee to uſe thy voice in ſecret prayer. Not 
that God is taken with words,a few fincere 
ſighs fromthe heartdo more affect him than 
the moſt Rhetorical expreſſions of the 
cngue- But though words do not move 

inprayer,yet{experience teacheth, they 
ſometime move him that prayes. | 
Church ys itt the Lamentations, that her 
eyedid affect 


her heart:the fame can many * 4 
a 


(33) 
"4 Chriſtian ſay of his (y) tongue, that it (5 )Verks 
ſerves to affeQ and quicken his heart in this 9% #4 
duty | MET STaH- 
: ' - dum ad tx- 

titendes nos5, alioquin Deus verbis non indiget. Aretius. Vox 3n- 
ferdum non abſque fruftu adbibetur, quoniam in precious non- 
nonquan langueſcimnus, & animus ipſe defatigatur ; unde vox in- 
terpoſita nos excitat, & quodammodo veficit. Pet. Mart. loci com- 
munes, Claſ. 3. cap. 13. 

Here I had need to give this caution, That 
as Chriſtians ſhould not pray to be ſeen of 
Men, fo they ſhould ndt {peak in prayer to 
be heard of Men:If ſuch are not Hypocrites, 


et they will hardly eſcape the cenſure of _ 
lty Ali. 7 


eſe ten are the principal helps and 
diretions(according to the knowledge and 
experience that I have )for the lively perfor - 


{ mance of this great duty of ſecret prayer : 1 


'might offer more, byt that 1 have already 
exceeded the ordinary limits of a Letter. 


'{ Onely remember this, tobe throughly ſen- 


ible of thoſe things for which thoy makeſt 
thy. prayer unto God. This alone may 
quicken thee. How affectionately do they 
uk an alms,who ſee they muſt ſtarve with- 
out it ? Deadneſs in prayer ariſech from 
want of a deep ſenſe of thy wants. 
Remember alſo to ſer their examples be- 
fore. your eyes, who have performed this 
ty with life,enlargement, and importunity. 
IThink you ſaw Fecob(z)wre/tling with God, (4) 3n- 
d putting forth all bis Brengeh in prayer. Noe -_FE 
hb, C 3 "Think 


C443- ./ -:., 
Think you ſaw Elias praying earneſtly,and 

(a)1 Kings round. hit face between his knees. [magine 
18.42 you ſaw Chriſt groveling upon the ground 
(5) Rebr.- in the Garden, (6) offering up ſupplications, 
þ + | nb fin pe enſeary, mpoaiagay 

Marth. ! ain ain, (c) Father, if ir 

v 34- ofiblegles this ah. f from me.Call to mind 
the poor Widdows importunity or impu- 

dence, (as the word ſignifies) who.would 

a) Magic have no nay. (4) Examples ſway with us 
««mur more ſometimes than any rules or precepts. 
—+4.apt ,_  Ifnone of all this will help thee, then fall 
Tot. © down before God, bewailing thy deaddels, 
| confeſſing thy ſluggiſhneſs : 1ay (as they in 
(e) Ihaiah T/aiab)) (e) 1 have Hot called upon God, wor 
64. 7. 


like a dead dog am I before the Lord !Will | 
the living God accept of ſuch dead duries as 


) Qi gry With, and ſhyt out my prayers! (f) By 
8; ids 16- my cold 


Peat. Yeb, not only bemoan, but chide 
ſelf :fay; Why art thou fo dead,O my So 
and why art thou ſo ſottiſh within me? 

fe) Judges Rouſe up thy ſelf (g) as Deborab'Gid : Say, 

5* 1% * "Awake, awake, O my Soul, awake, awake: 
Beſpeak thy ſelf, as the Shipmaſter did the 

(t) Jonah Prophet Jexab : (b)What meaneft thow; 0 


I, 6. . « * q « , 
ſuggard,ari/e,call thy God. Ls 
fanily, ift up £4 ( mingled 


with tears, if thou canſt) unto God, that he 
Rs habe onal would 


Firred up my ſelf to take bold-of him. O how 
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(35) , 
would lend his helping hand, as David did, 
al. $0.18. OQuickes © me,O Lord,to call upon 
rick — thy vickening Spirit into 
> Ram How (+4) oft doth David make (i) Ten 
requeſt in the 119 Palm! ever now me; 
_ han this requeſt cones in; Quicken me, 
D Lord: Quicken me according thy word: 
wicken me according te thy righteou/neſs - 
Duck me for thy Names [ake,&tc. Titnor 
a vain repetition, but a plain manifeſtacion, 
| both of his great need and of his earneſt 
deſire of this Bleſſing. 


 MrBaxter's15 Directions about the like 
cale ; ice his Chriſt. Dirett. p. 597- 


£%. How ſhould a Carr keep up  hfies 
ordinary fervency in prayer? 
. Aniſw. 1. See hr Kea and Faich keep up 
you marrer : for 4s the fire will rot j ger: 
po be not fewel ; ſo fervency will 
| Whey you are dry, and ſcarce know what 6 to 
: or do not well believe what you under- 
fand. 2. Clog not the body either with over- 
much eating and drinking, or over-tiring la- 
x For an attive Body helpeth much the 
ity of the mind : the bolieſt perſon 
wal be eabls but poorly to exerciſe his Frweehs 
Winder 4 dull or langniſhing Body. 3 R 


wpont prayer , out of acrowd o ar 
| {ar m7 Ape or f 5m your laſt worldly ps or 
5 be neſs =a our of your minds. 


In 
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Un Study andPrayer how certain 4 truth izity 


that Non bene fitquod occupato animo 


( Hieron, Epift. 14,3. ad Paulin, ) That 


$5 not well done, which 1s ou wr a mind that 
5 ed, or buſied about other matters ; 
T L209 of be wholly free from all other 
preſent t ts or tuſineſs, that will either 
pray or ſtudy well. 4, Keep 4 tender beart 


and con[cience that is not ſenſeleſs of your own - | 


concernments : For all your prayers muſt needs 
be fleepy, if the heart and conſeience be once 
hardned, ſeared or fallen aſleep. 5. T ake more 


pains with your hearts than with your tongues. 


Remember that the ſucceſs of your work. ly-. | 
eth moſt on them. Bear not with their ſlug+ 


giſhneſs : Do by them as you would do 
Ley al Servant that ſlerpeth by you at prayer: 


Tou will net let them ſnort on,but jog t 


you have awakened them. So do by your hearts q 4 
when you find them dull. 6. Live as inthe gms | 
. tinual preſence of God; but labour to yh 


bend his ſpecial preſence when you are 
ro ſpeak, to him : Ath your hearts how # 
would behave themſelves if they ſaw the Lor 


or but the loweſt of bis boly Angels ? 7. Let + 
Faith be called up vas Heaven and Hell as 


open all the while before you ; and ſuch a ſight 


"will ſurely keep you ſerious. 8. Keep Death and » 
Judgment in your continual remembrance and | 


expectation : Remember bow all your + 
will be looks back, upon... 75 4 or long 


1? 


we / 


= 
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it 
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life : Remember that this prayer for ought you" Yen 
know G e 


[- (37) 
may be your laſt : but certainly you have 
Fong to pray. © Pray therefore as a dying 
hould do. 9. Study well the unſpeakable 
efſity of your Souls : If you prevail net for 
don, and grace, and preſervation, you are 
one and loft for ever. Remember that ne- 
ſry 55 port you," and Heaven or Hell are 
he end, and you are praying for more than * 
thouſand lives. 10. Sindh well the unſpeak- - 
 » Meoxcellency of thoſe mercies which you pray 
| in: © think how bleſſed a life it would be if 
|  Inconld know God more, and love him more, 
| live a blameleſs heavenly Life ; and then 
_ ch Chriſt 12 Heaven for ever ? Study 
x "IWſe mercies till the flames of Love put life in- 
+ Jour prayers. 11. Study well the exceeding 
; "Jeon rea va you have to pray and bepe : 
\Jhour Hope decay, your Fervour will decay. 
'Jhink of the unconcervable Love of God, the 
| iſhing. mercy: ſhewed to you 1m your Re-- 
,andin the helps of the Holy Spirit,and 
Chriſt 5s mow interceeding for you : Think 
"Wheſe till-Faith make glad your beart + And 
"Pthus 'gladneſs let praiſe and Thanksgiving 
ve or dinarily no ſmall ſbaxe in your prayers : 
it 'will tire ont the heart to be always pore- 
"$r owvits own diſt empers, and diſcourage it to 
ht on nothing but 1s infirmities : And then 
{ | Jad diſconraged temper will not be ſolively 4 
"per, 7 4 thankful, praiſefulg joyful tem- 
uw: For Laticia loquax res eſt, atque 
 "Yentatrix ſui ; Gladneſs isa very expreſive 
*. thing, 


Ry 


C363) *: ; 

thing, and apt to ſhew it ſelf, Zur, Trifted 
non eloquentes ſunt ; maxime 1 ad zgritrg# 
dinem .animi accedat corporis egritudi 
Hieronym, Epiſt, 3 1. ad Theophil. Alexani 
Sad Men are teldom eloquent; eſpecial 
if the Body be fick as well as the Mind. tz 

* Let the Image of 4 praying-ons's bleeding 
Chriſt and of is praying Saints be (not | 
wall before your eyes, but ) engraver on i 
minds : Is 1t not deſirable to be conformed uf” 
them? Had they more need to pray impor 
nately thanyou? 13. Be very cantelous in 
uſe of forms, left you grow dull and cuſtomary” 
and before you are aware your tongues tſe. Wi 
£0 without your hearts. he beart is apt tot 
its eaſe mben it fecleth not ſome urgent. 
ration. And though the preſence of God ſhoul 
ſerveturn without the regard of Manyyet wil 
smperfett Men,the heart is beſt beld to its dit 
when both concur. And therefore moſt ard 
more cautelons of their words, than of thi 
thoughts : As children will learn their Lew; 
ſon better when they know their Mgſters wil þ 
hear them it, than when they think be will nat - 
Now #n the uſe of a Form of prayer, « flee 
beart 15 not at all diſcernedby Man but by 

. only: For the words are all brought to 
hand, and may be ſaid by the moſt dull 
careleſs mind : But when you are put toe 
your own deſire, without ſuch helps, you 


neceſſitated to be ſo mindful of what 
to form yonur deſires into apt bin 6 or 


_"Y , o 


** (39) 
or dulneſs or inattentiveneſs will be obferwed 
pv (ys + and you will be like one that 
th bis Coach, or Horſe, or Crutches taken 
wn him, that if be have legs muſt uſe them,or 
We lye ftill. And to them that are able,it is 
- 4 great benefit, to be neceſſitated to vſe 
p ability they have : Though to others it is a 
to be depreved of their helps. 1 ſpeak not 
againſt the lawfulnels of « form of pray- 
ut 10 warn you of the temptations which 
that way. 14. Joyn oft with the moſt 
fervent Chriſtians : For their fervour 
| belp your bearts to burn, 'and carry you 
we with them. 15. Deſtroy not fervency by 
terating it, and turning it into an affetted 
* net neſs of ſpeech, loudneſs of voice, 
_ {hen | arg an hypocritical cover for a frozen 
| cart. 


N- 


;if by theſe hints thou art any 
$-way hcelp't to pray : Then remem- 
ber the Author 10 thy Prayers. 


+, FINIS. 


<7 


4 | - P + - 
: | : 
. 
TYTYY | 
AO 2 —4-43 = m_ 
- Aa ' 
0 F : " 


Books to be Sold by The. Parkhuritghil 
at the Bible and three Crowngin oy 
Chapſiae. ku 


Hundred felect Sermons on ſeye - 
XY Texts, by Tho. Horton, D. D. _E 
Sermons on 4 felett Pſalms, viz. 4th. 42, 
51, 63. by Tho. Horton, D. D. f- 
Mr. Baxter's Chriſtian DireQtory. - 
Sermons on the whole Epiſtle of Saint 
Panl to the Coloſſians, by Mr. F. Daille, 5 
tranſlated into' Engliſh by F. S. with Dr. þ 
Tho. Goodwin's, and Dr. Fohn Owen's Epi-l* 
ſtles Recommendatory. =. 
General Martyrology, with the Lives of” 
32 Engliſh Divines, by Sam. Clark, _ 


Books gn Quarto. ' 


The Door of Salvation vpened” by the 
Key of Regeneration, by George Swi,” 
nock. M. A. — n 
The Goſpel Covenant opened, by P th, 
ter Bulkley. | « 
Gods holy Mind, touching matters Mc he 
ral, which he utter'd in ten Comman&” 
ments: Alſo an Expoſition on the Le 7 
Prayer, by Edward Elton, B. D. 4 


_ 
FT Books ſold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 
The Praftical Divinity of rhe Papiſts 
d, ro be d ive to wee few 
Wion, and mens Souls, by F. Clarkſon. 
*Dool:rtle's Proteſtants Anſwer to a Po- 
#-hiſh Queſtion. 
in ſ{Pr- Croſſman's Sermon. 
þ 'Þ A Conference between a Papiſt and a 
"Yew, and a Proteſtant and a Jew. Second 
dicion. 
2 Popery an Enemy to Truth, by Mr. 
Os q EC 2 
45 ÞLiberty of Conſcience in order to uni- 
lal Peace. 
.: + Kofſe's Meſtogogus Pozticus. 
:t, | Zhelps on the Revelations. 
Dr. | P#Elent State of New England. 
roi. 700 ſells Sermons of Grace and Temp- 
"ons. 
Meaning of the Revelation, by Fohr 


+ ; 
- Popter. 
The Morning-LeCture againſt Popery, 
the principal Errors of the Church of 
detected and confuted in a Morning- 
&CQure, preached by ſeveral Miniſters of 
.-* Goſpel in or near London. 
Four uſeful Diſcourſes : (1) The art of 
| Ving a fall and proſperous conditon 
glory of God ; being an Appendix 


the 
the art of Contentment ; In three Ser- 
, . on Philip. 4. 12. (2) Chriſtian 
nhon, on 1 Sam. 3. 18, Philip. 1.21. 
Y) The Goſpel of Peace ſent to the = 
hw #) 


— SF ſold; ho. Parkhur 
ai Peace, jo hx Sermend on 19. 5, 
by Feremiab Burroughs. "*Y 
Dr. Wiid's Letter of Thanks and Pod! . 
The. iarercourle of. Divine Love | | 


tween Chriſt and the Church, or the x 
ticular Believing Soul : in ſeveral Lectu 
on the whole ſecond Chaptet of Canticl 
by Jeb Collins, D. D. 


Large Octavo. 


Heaven ot Hell here in a Good or Bac 
Conſcience: by Nath. Vincezt, 
Hearr-Treafure : The Sure Mercies « 
David : Cloſer-Prayer a Chriſtians duty 
All three by O. Heywood. 
Nomenclatura Munds Anglo- Latina. 
The Childs Delighr ; ; together with a 
Engliſh Grammar. 2* Edition. 
e£/ops Fables, wich Morals there 
in Engliſh Verſe. 
The Young-mans InſtraCtor, and 
Old-mans Remembrancer ; an 
Planation of che. Afſemblies Catechiſm 
A Treatiſe of the inco 
God, .in his Being, Artribates; We 
and Word; by George Swinnock, M. / 
An Effay to facilitate" the Edacation « 
Youth, by bringing down the rudiments 
Grammar Ne the tenſe of ſeei : 
ghr to be improved by $ 5 
Mr. Lewis of Tottenhar, = 
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bs Tho. Parkburft. 


n Ami! Veſtibulum ; wherein the 
7. Fanua Linguarum is Contained, 
into olais and ſhort ſentences 
pl liſh, for the great eaſe of Maſters, 
bd Expeditious Do of Scholars, by 
W. Lewis. Third Edition. 
Quakeriſm no Chriſtianity ; or a through- 
aker no Chriſtian, proved by their Prin- 
es, and confirmeg by Scripture ; by 
| Falde, E 
i} Buryes Husbandmans Companion. / 
Help to holy weld 
Waſes Grammar. 
es ( Wadſwgrths remains. 


luty Shepherdy Spiritualized. 
Calanys Art of divine Meditation. 


Small Oftavo. 


Godly mans Ark, or a City of Re- 
in the day of his diſtreſs, in five Ser- 
F + with Mrs. Aſoors evidences for Hea- 
| =P : by Edmund Calamy. 
| The Almoſt Chriſtian diſcovered, or the 
© Profeſſor tryed and caſt, by M. Mead. 
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